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Things to Consider… 
Try burning spruce, aspen, poplar, or tamarack in early fall and late spring. Because these fuel types burn hot and fast without leaving 
long lasting embers, you can warm things up during times of  moderately cold temperatures without overheating your house. 
 
Try burning birch from late fall to early spring. Birch burns hot and slow, leaving long lasting embers that continue to radiate heat and 
warm your house. This is ideal on bitterly cold winter days.  
 
 
The most important rules for preparing good firewood are: 
Cut, split and stack the wood in the early spring and let it stand in the sun and wind all summer. 
Do that and you can’t go wrong. 
 

How to Prepare Your Firewood Supply 
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There is nothing quite like cozying up next to the wood stove on a cold winters day.   
Besides the aesthetics, wood stoves also have economic value. Rising fuel prices have made wood an economically desirable option for pri-
mary or supplemental home heating.  
 
So when the cold temperatures that herald the onslaught of winter begin, maintaining a warm and cheery fire in your wood stove can be easy 
& enjoyable if you follow a few simple guidelines. 
 
 
 

The hard work starts well before it’s time to fire up the wood stove! 
 

 
 
 

 
Selecting Wood to Harvest & Burn  
The type of firewood you burn is largely a matter of local availability and personal preference.  
This table to the lists the firewood types you are likely to find in interior Alaska and their properties. If 
cared for properly, all of these fuel types should burn just fine in your wood stove. 



Preparing Your Firewood Supply 
 

1. Cut the wood to length 
• Cut the wood to the right length for your stove. 
• Usually about three inches shorter than the firebox width or length. 
• In general it is better to have wood a little shorter than longer. 
 
2. Split it to the right size 
• Next, split the wood to the proper size for your burner. 
• A selection of sizes from three to six inches in diameter for wood stoves will probably serve you well. 
• Keep in mind that firewood only begins to dry seriously once it is cut and split to the right size because in log form the moisture is held in by the bark. 
 
3. Pile in a single row exposed to the sun and wind. 
• The wood should be piled in a place where the sun can warm it and the wind can blow through it. 
• Pile the wood in a single row about four feet high.  
 
• If you don’t have enough space to dry your wood in a single row, stack a few rows together, but be sure to give some space between rows for the sun and wind to 

penetrate the stacks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Let the wood dry at least six months 
• Wood split and stacked in well-spaced rows usually dries in about six months. 
• Thus, if you have your wood stacked in early spring it should be ready to put away for winter’s use by October. 
• If you burn hardwoods about one year is more appropriate. Thus, it is wise to process in the fall for use the following fall. That way you'll be sure of having properly 

seasoned wood. 
 
5. Into the Woodshed or Under Cover 
• After your wood has seasoned put it into a woodshed or cover your stacks to keep moisture out. 
• You may have to delay filling your woodshed if your dry wood gets rained on. In this case, just wait a day or two after a rain 

to continue stocking your shed; it’s a great excuse to put off a chore! 
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