PUBLIC NOTICE
THE UNITED STATES ARMY INVITES PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE PROPOSED PLAN
AND AFTER ACTION MEMORANDUM
FOR THE FORMER COMMUNICATIONS SITE (TAKU GARDENS),
FORT WAINWRIGHT, ALASKA
PUBLIC MEETING ON JANUARY 15, 2013 AT THE FAIRBANKS PRINCESS HOTEL,

The U.S. Army Garrison Fort Wainwright, as lead agency for environmental response actions on the
installation, in partnership with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation, has developed a Proposed Plan and After Action Memorandum for the
Former Communications Site (FCS). The U.S. Army is soliciting public review and comment on the

recommendation to implement monitored natural attenuation and institutional controls for this site.

After January 2, 2013, copies of the Proposed Plan, After Action Memorandum, Remedial
Investigation/Feasibility Study, subsequent reports and supporting documentation contained in the
Administrative Record will be available for public review at the Fort Wainwright Public Library, Bldg 3700
Santiago Avenue, Fort Wainwright, Alaska, 99703, the Noel Wien Public Library, 1215 Cowles Street,
Fairbanks, Alaska, 99701 and the U.S. Army Directorate of Public Works, Environmental Office, Building

3023, Engineer Place, Fort Wainwright, Alaska.

Individuals interested in reviewing the documents on post should allow additional waiting time in line to
get the pass. Access to the Post requires non-residents/employees to get a pass at the Visitor’s Center at
the Main Gate on Gaffney Road. The U.S. Army encourages the public to participate in the decision-

making process by offering comments on the Proposed Plan and After Action Memorandum.

The public comment period is January 14, 2013 through February 12, 2013. A public meeting will be held

January 15, 2013 from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at the Fairbanks Princess Hotel, 4477 Pikes Landing Rd.,



Fairbanks, Alaska. Questions, comments, and responses on the Proposed Plan and After Action
Memorandum will be recorded by a court reporter during the public meeting. Written comments will be
accepted throughout the public comment period. Comments may also be submitted via a toll-free

number (1-877-243-6974) or by sending an email to FCS-Comments@jacobs.com. Individuals wishing to

receive a response to their comments should indicate so in their message.

The FCS is located between Alder and Neely Roads, on Fort Wainwright, Alaska, and covers an area of
approximately 54 acres. The site is the current location of the unoccupied Taku Gardens housing
development, which the U.S. Army intends to open for residential occupation with EPA and ADEC
concurrence. Soil and groundwater at the FCS were contaminated as a result of historical use and
disposal activities during the 1950s. Soil at the site was contaminated with polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBs), petroleum, and volatile and semivolatile organic compounds. Groundwater was contaminated
with petroleum and volatile organic compounds. Extensive site investigation and removal actions were
conducted between 2005 and 2012. Potentially hazardous debris and contaminated soil above risk-
based cleanup levels was removed to the greatest extent practicable. Diesel in subsurface soil is the only
contaminant present above risk-based cleanup levels but does not pose an unacceptable risk to future

residents provided they abide by the Institutional Controls.

The After Action Memorandum documents the removal of residual contaminated soil and debris
encountered during earlier investigations and removal actions between 2005 and 2012. The Proposed
Plan also documents all site investigation and removal actions of contaminated soil and buried
munitions-related debris between 2005 and 2012, describes the remedial alternatives considered, and
presents the Preferred Alternative. The Army, EPA, and ADEC evaluated the following remedial

alternatives for addressing contaminated soil and groundwater at the site:



Soil

e No Action

e Institutional Controls to Restrict Excavation

Groundwater

e No Action

e Monitored Natural Attenuation and Institutional Controls to Prohibit Groundwater Use

e In Situ Chemical Oxidation and Institutional Controls to Prohibit Groundwater Use

e Permeable Reactive Barrier, Monitored Natural Attenuation, and Institutional Controls to

Prohibit Groundwater Use.

Interested individuals should refer to the Remedial Investigation Report and other contents of
the Administrative Record file for further information on all remedial alternatives considered.
Electronic copies of these records will be available at the aforementioned locations after

January 2, 2013.

The Preferred Alternative for the FCS is monitored natural attenuation and institutional controls
for soil and groundwater. Groundwater monitoring will confirm that groundwater contaminant
concentrations are naturally decreasing. Institutional controls limiting excavation of soil and
prohibiting groundwater use at the FCS will continue to promote the ongoing protection of
human health and the environment. Although this is the Preferred Alternative at the present
time, the Army welcomes the public’s comments on all of the remedial alternatives listed
above. At the conclusion of the public comment period, the Army, in cooperation with the EPA
and ADEC, will review all comments and select the best alternative based on the Evaluation
Criteria and public input. The Final Remedy for the FCS will be chosen after the public comment

period ends and after taking public comments into account.



The Army invites all residents of Fort Wainwright, the Fairbanks North Star Borough and other
Stakeholders to attend a public meeting designed to provide attendees with a brief overview of
the environmental cleanup and allow them the opportunity to ask questions and interact with
representatives from the Army, the EPA and ADEC. Participants will have the opportunity to
hear a briefing describing the work that has been accomplished at this site; look at static
displays of the types of materials found during the remedial investigation; the types of sampling
that were conducted on the site, and posters that chronicle the work completed at Taku
Gardens. The doors will open at 6:00 PM. A short presentation will begin at 7:00 PM with

guestions and topics of discussion to follow immediately after the presentation.

For more information regarding this public meeting, the Proposed Plan, the After Action Memorandum,

or the Administrative Record please contact Joe Malen at 907-361-4512 or Cliff Seibel at 907-361-6220.



