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Army deems
housing site
free of toxins

By RENA DELBRIDGE
rdethridae@neyrnrnies cor

In a yvear and a half. contractors
culled more than 300 tons of scrap
metal, dug out 1,000 tar and petro
leum drums, and hauled 3.000 cubi
vards of contammated sol from a
Fort Wainwnight site destined for
duplexes

The metal was a mux ol traming
munition=, inert bombs, tank treads.
old rucket fins and parts of bazooka
rounds
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ters around. The neighborhood

z

hoes raked earth near founda-
tinns Contractors sifted through
the dirt for metals

“How dv we know 1it's clean’
1 don't see anything, and we're
just about down to groundwater.”
Malen saud, pointing to a photo of
a gaping hole fivedg 18 fect dedp,
surrounded by houses yet to be
homes

Only about five people shuwed
up for the meeting Malen and
Fort Wainwnght public affairs

-~

5 million to clean up

officer Linda Douglass said after
some 1nitial concern, people
haven't been asking many ques-
tions.

Malen said the evidence of
extensive remediation — back-
hoes and gaping earthen holes,
a chain hnk perimeter fence,
train cars of contaminated soils
sealed tight for disposal Outsde
— probably are assuring people
the homes will be safe. The Army
also is keeping an eye on 81 moni-
toring wells throughout the 54-
acre development.

Desperate

from the job for hospital tests.
while response crews wiped all
surfaces — houses, trucks and
tools — to test for more contami-
nation.

Originally slated for a 2006
opening. the duplex project was
halted as contractors dug out
more than 3,000 cubic yards of
PCB-contaminated soil

Electromagnetic sweeps of the
srea revealed more than PCBs
Some sections were dense with
buried metals. Tentative explo-
ration uncovered training muni-
tions, inert bombs, petroleum and
tar drums — more than 300 tons
of scrap metal in all

Some of the contamination
seeped from temporary barracks
in the northwest corner, where
Asr Force and Army units were
housed pending construction of
permanent quarters Most of the
metals were unearthed across a
wide swath on the eastern side

Gardens

The dangerous PCBs turned up in
the southwest corner, and oo one
is quite sure why. '

The southwest corner is still
a mystery. Officials haven't: been
able to document what the area
was once used for, but aerial pho-
tography suggests an antenna
field. That could mean the acre-
age housed an Air Force Secret
Secunty Service communications
facility, Malen saud

“We cant “find anything out,
it's still classfied.” he sad
“That's just a guess, but it's the
best guess we have ©
Even cleaned of PCBs and bur-
ted munitions, Taku Gardens sits
above contamunated water which
1s continuously monitored. So far.
the hazards haven't seeped into
the nearby Chena River or even
out of the immediate area, Malen
sad

“It’s bad from an environmen-
tal standpoint, but 1t doesn’t pose
a health nsk,” he saxd

Just the same, neighborhood
residents will face some digging
restnictions  The post also hopes
to, smooth wornies by designing

m« for flowers. Malen

Douglass said the Army s
confident 1n the thoroughness of
the clean-up, and she “abeolutely
trusts” the steps taken to tum
the Superfund site into a safe.
quality neighborhood.

Contrectors are still testing and
monitoring the area to make sure
they’ve left nothing bad behind,
Malen suid An extensive report
on the clean-up effort will be for-
warded to the Army's remediation

Protection Agency, next week.
Before the Army gets an all-clear,
though, the public will have at
least two more opportunities to

in.
Contact staff writer Rens Delbridge
an 45971518




