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Housrng horrors

ne Engman photosNewa Miner
A pile of soll with lead traces sits contained and ready for transport and disposal as contamination
deanup continues at the Taku Gardens housing complex Thursday on Fort Walnwright. Construction on
the 110-unit housing complex, which started in 2005, was haited when contaminates and munitions were
unearthed at the site.

Army housing site pnmed for mvestlgatlon

Contamination, buried
old munitions halted
original construction

By CHRIS FREIBERG
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the Department of Defense Inspec-
tor General to investigate why the Army
bult housing over an area of Fort Wam-
wright contaminated with a toxic chemucal
and filled with old munitions.
Construction was halted 1n the summer
of 2005 at Taku Gardens, a planned 128-unit

housing Fort Waunwright, when Y ; ‘
strortion o discovered fo ort bombs  “Tve lost track of the thotsands of samples taken from the

dating from nesr World War II Only 79 area,” Fort Wainwright public works environmental specialist
houmng units on the 54-acre site have been  Joseph Malen said while pointing out an excavation site Thurs-
day where soil samples were taken as contamination cleanup

Ploase see HOUSING, Page A7  continues at the Taku Gardens housing complex on base.
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HOUSING: Cleaning continues

Continusd frétn Page A1 be found there. The Army clanfied
that one M-47 canuster contained
completed to date. an unknown hquid which had to be
Since then, six more pieces of treated as a chemical agent it
inert munions have been discov-  was found to be water
erell as well as an area roughly 100 “l have no idea what they're
feet by 10 feet contaminated with referrngto with radioactive mate-
PCBs, an organic compound once nal,” Hall shud.
used as a_coolant that can cause Ruch said the possmbibty of
gnrorogsgﬁr Gardens was mentioned by one
tive development of humans. ©  of the two avibans who came for-
“Thus s a huge screw up, and  ward to PEER. What 1s clear, how-
the Army's only explanation is that  ever, is that there 1s still work to be
it was the result of miscommunica- done to clean up the ¢onstruction

Bob Hall, the public affarrs offi- o the Department df Defenie
cer for US. Army Garnison Alaska, week. Ruch said the group/migh
said such ‘accusstions are base- take ther concetns to Qbngres:
less. Contractors were required to  eventually.

take ione core sample to test for “Beyond Taku Garde:
; congaminants for every acywoflthe the larger concern of the lack of
. %ﬂ.!ﬁ!&if environmental compliance in the

to miss the relatively small igsgg
. area containing PCBe, he said. cally not regarded”as to
| “The PEER report is pretty full the mission. They (b8l it's incon- .
. of inaccuracies,” Hall saxd. venient, and right now this could
. PEER also claims that chemical Fﬂa—w.ga
- agents were found at the aite and - s vt Gils Reldory
that radioactive matenals may also  459-7545. ot |




