PCBs
halt
housing
project

Fort Wainwright
probes cause

of contamination

By RA. DILLON
Saff Writer

Construction of a $55 milbon
housing development on Fort
Wainwnight Army Post was halt.
ed Tuesday afler the mite was
found to be contaminated

Army oficals cleared the 54-
scre Taku Garden bousing proj-
ect of construction workers after
sl testing revealed the presence
of the cancer-cauming chemucal
compound, PCB

Bob Hall, spokesman for the
US Army’s Alaska garnison. sad
the level of PCB contamination in
the ares vaned, but that some
sol samplex showed “extremely
high® levels—as high az 115,000
parts per milhon

Army officals sud estimates
were preliminary and that work
14 onguing to determine the
extent of the coptagunation
Approxumately 250 cubic yards of
soll was onginally excavated,
moet of which appears to be con-
tarunated.

The contaminsuon was discov-
ered when contractors breaking
ground to do foundation work on
the mulitary housing propct n
late June reported o chemical
odor in the soil

Initial soil samples tested pos-
uve for solvents, but were not
screened for PCBs  Additional
tesung revealed the presence of
the chlonne-based chemucal com-

pound
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