Wartime Life At Ladd Fi

The men and women who served at Ladd Field during
World War Il found plenty of outlets for recreation
in their off-hours.

The Army made a special effort to help boost morale
by sponsoring a post newspaper, showing movies,
providing books and magazines and hosting USO
performances by the likes of movie star Ingrid Bergman
and comedian Bob Hope. On his first visit to Ladd in
1942, Hope quipped that the fog was so thick

while he was flying in Alaska that "even the birds
were walking."

There was an officers’ club and a non-commissioned
officers’ club on the field. The NCO club charged $1
a month for members who could buy hot sandwiches,
candy, soft drinks and cigarettes on the premises. The
Ladd Field Glee Club sometimes san%t ere and a
group of soldiers formed a 12-piece big band.
Heavyweight boxing __

champion Joe Louis visited
Ladd and served as the
referee at a boxing match
that drew a crowd of 3,000.
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Right: “Day Room” for troops Wi

at Ladd Field. '\ 4]
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WACs and a recreational game of cards.
UAF Archives, Betty Wiker collection,
Acc# 2003-0175-00026.

Glee Club
To Appear

New Organization Will Sing At |=/
uso !

Tea On
Nov. 18

The newly formed Ladd Field|

Glee Club of 20 voices will make its
{irst public appearance at a USO
tea on Nov. 18, Pfc. James Porter,
director. has announced.

The club also will give a special
Christmas program at the USO on
BSunday, Dec. 20, Arrangements of
carols for the group are belng made
by Pfe. Porter and other choruses

for the 1 have
been ordered,

Additional apys of the
Glee Club, which Is under the spon-

sorship of the E&R Assoclatiop gre|
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Cation Tag Holdors

ovvnitoun Faicbanks
was open to the off-duty soldiers.
Here, a soldier could play a
variety of games, listen to the
jukebox, have a cup of coffee
and a slice of pie, or write a letter
home in comfortable surroun-
dings. Most popular with both
civilians and soldiers were the
Oifcwonaldances that were held
there.




