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This is a quarterly update on USAG Fort Wainwright and Fort Richardson activities and issues of interest to federally recognized tribes in Alaska.

USAG FWA and UTIC Meet February 5 at
Fort Wainwright

U.S. Army Garrison Fort Wainwright and Upper
Tanana Inter-tribal Coalition representatives met for their
11th quarterly meeting on February 5 at Fort Wainwright.

Meeting attendees experienced an enjoyable lunch at a
dining facility and a tour of the North Post historic district.
They later met at the garrison conference room.

These quarterly meetings are designed to facilitate
discussion of a wide range of topics that are of concern and
interest to both the Army and the Upper Tanana tribal
communities. Tribal personnel, subject matter experts in
natural and cultural resources, and tribal and garrison lead-
ers met to discuss the following:

e barbed wire removal done by the Army at Gerstle River
Training Area last fall,

e the moose telemetry project done in partnership with
Alaska Department of Fish and Game and U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service,

e current NEPA undertakings,

e archaeological discoveries from Tanana Flats, Yukon
and Donnelly Training Areas in the last field season,

e memoranda of agreement between tribes and USAG
FWA,

e action alternatives for clean-up at Tok Fuel Terminal
and Sears Creek Station, and

e contamination concerns tribes have surrounding past
activity in the Haines-Fairbanks pipeline corridor.

DoD Personnel Get Cultural Training

In March, military leaders and staff participated in the
Alaska Native Cultural Communication Course (ANCCC)
sponsored by Alaskan Command (ALCOM). The four
days of lecture and group problem-solving exercises is an
intensive training where personnel learn about Alaska
Native history and refine their skills at implementing the
DoD American Indian / Alaska Native Policy.

Separate sessions were
held for military commanders

study included how to conduct &
successful consultation; the
history of interaction between
Alaska Natives of the federal
government; and improving

communication skills when meeting in a cross-cultural
setting.

Trainers included a profes-
sional negotiator, tribal
W W representatives, DoD personnel,
. ]a lawyer, and tribal government
ll support personnel.  Over 55
people attended the training,
including mission commanders,
natural and cultural resources staff, compliance officers,
lawyers and native liaisons. They came from many
branches of the DoD and elsewhere in the federal govern-
ment, including the Army, Army Corps of Engineers, Coast
Guard, Air Force, Marine Corps, National Guard, Navy,
and FEMA.

This training is sponsored by ALCOM every two years
so that incoming staff and commanders have a chance to be
exposed to this valuable skill-set. It is a productive experi-
ence for all who attend, whether for the first time or as a
refresher course.
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Osprey Monitoring on Fort Wainwright, Alaska
Contributed by Amal Ajmi, Wildlife Biologist, USAG FW A Natural Resources

The Fort Wainwright Natural Resources staff is looking forward to documenting the
fifth year of osprey breeding on the main cantonment area. Readers will recall in the
October 2009 newsletter that osprey are uncommon to Interior Alaska, and very little
information exists regarding this raptor and its breeding biology in Alaska. Staff was
alerted to a breeding pair of ospreys on Fort Wainwright in spring of 2006 and took
this opportunity to observe and document behavior. The purpose of this work has
evolved through time and now includes: 1) documenting breeding behavior; 2) docu-
menting disturbance (if any) by aircraft, boating, and pedestrian activities; 3) docu-
menting and calculating detailed individual time activity budgets during the entire
breeding season; and 4) developing educational opportunities for Fort Wainwright
and the community of Fairbanks. Natural Resources staff hopes to continue the

project in 2010.

Ospreys, also known as fish eagles, are a highly specialized species of raptor that prey upon fish. Ospreys are distinctive when
seen in flight, recognizable by long, slightly bent wings soaring overhead. Wings are dark brown above while the undersides and
the body is white. The tail is also dark brown with barring. A dark brown cheek patch and sharply curved black bill contrast
with the white head. Adults’ yellow eyes are keen and alert. Females are slightly larger than males and can be distinguished
occasionally by a more pronounced “necklace” of dark brown feathers on their upper breast.

2009 was an exceptional year, as two pairs arrived to nest on Fort Wainwright along the
Chena River. Normally Fort Wainwright has been the host to one known osprey breeding pair. Of

[ the two documented pairs in 2009, one successfully fledged a single chick. Staff monitored the

chick until September 28, by which time it was surmised that the juvenile had migrated.

During the spring of 2009, Doyon Utilities informed staff that the power poles used by the
ospreys would be removed sometime that fall. Discussions were promptly initiated and plans were
finalized to provide the ospreys with alternative nesting platforms. The platforms were built by the
Natural Resources staff during the summer of 2009, and Doyon Utilities placed the platforms in

November.

Each platform consists of a shallow square box-structure attached to a 60’ pole. Remnants

| of the old nest (sticks) are woven and permanently secured to the bottom mesh. Biologists hope
| that the ospreys will see the platforms and naturally gravitate to them as they are the tallest

structures on the Chena River. A partial nest already constructed will provide further incentive for
acceptance as a viable breeding platform. The constructed platforms are located within 100 meters
of the old nest sites.

Ospreys have returned to the area, with a sighting on April 3. Natural Resources staff will
begin monitoring the platforms to determine dates of arrival and if the raptors utilize the platforms.
If and when the ospreys “take to” the platforms, behavioral observations will be initiated and con-

## tinued throughout the summer. Documentation from past years at Fort Wainwright indicates that
* |the ospreys have constructed most of their nest and begun incubating, on average, by May 16. The
|average fledging date is August 20 and osprey units leave the natal area, on average, by  Septem-
“ |ber 21. Five chicks have successfully fledged between 2006 and 2009.

The Natural Resources staff hopes to attain future funding for the placement of a camera

| (still and /or video) near the nest to document breeding timelines. We hope to capture, in greater

depth, breeding behaviors and dates of hatching and fledging. Feeding rates would also be
documented. We hope to bring the photo series and/or video to classrooms on Fort Wainwright
and in Fairbanks so that science classes have a local topic to investigate throughout their school
year.

The Fort Wainwright Natural Resources staff acknowledges the cooperation and efforts of
Doyon Utilities with regard to providing alternative structures for the breeding ospreys. Doyon
Utilities provided not only the poles, but the expertise, equipment and staff to place the structures.
Our office thanks Doyon Ultilities for collaborating on this project and supporting Fort Wainwright

™ in continuing efforts to practice stewardship and conservation.

Ana Baseé, Doyon Utilities.
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Section 106 Undertakings

This is a quarter-to-quarter update of the undertakings being
done by the Cultural Resource Management team in response to
the National Historic Preservation Act’s (NHPA) Section 106.

Contributed by Lisa Graham, USAG FWA and FRA Cultural
Resource Manager.

Fort Richardson (FRA) jurisdiction lands:

e Section 106 surveys for seven projects will occur this
summer. The Area of Potential Effect (APE) for each
project is relatively small (<5 acres) and all are in the main
post area.

e The Annual Report: Archaeological Survey and Data
Recovery, Fort Richardson, Alaska 2009, describing the
last summer's fieldwork will soon be finished.

e Consultation will begin with the SHPO concerning the
privatization of housing.

Fort Wainwright (FWA) jurisdiction lands:

e Upcoming construction projects in the cantonment
requiring Section 106 consultation include: construction of
new golf course clubhouse; repair or replacement of
exterior stairwells on Hangars 2 and 3; determination of
eligibility for school buildings and the Birch Hill Tank
Farm; upgrades to Chena Elementary School; construction
of storage building for Building 1562; and roof replacement
on Building 2079.

e Two survey projects totaling roughly 1,000 acres will
take place within the main post area.

e At YTA 10 survey projects covering approximately
4,500 acres in the YTA will occur. Additionally at YTA ,
fieldwork will be done to assess Phase II NRHP eligibility
of rockshelter site XBD-00364. It will be determined if the
site boundaries overlap with the APE of the proposed
borrow pit at FP 8.

o At TFTA identification-level investigations of
unsurveyed areas in the vicinity of the Blair Lakes will be
done. Surveys near Wood River Buttes will also be done.
This will include high-precision instrument mapping and
evaluations of archaeological sites identified during 1979,
2008 and 2009.

e The Annual Report: Cultural Resources Survey and
Evaluation, Fort Wainwright, Alaska 2009 will soon be
complete.

¢ Analysis continues on artifacts recovered in the summer
of 2009 during baseline data recovery at 29 archaeological
at the Battle Area Complex Surface Danger Zone.

e An Interim Report of the 29 archaeological sites worked
on in 2009 will soon be completed.

e The Annual Report: Archaeological Survey and Data
Recovery, Donnelly Training Area, Fort Wainwright,
Alaska 2009 is now complete.
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National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

Notices

This block is provided as an easy-reference, quarter-to-quarter
update of significant NEPA activity being managed by the USAG
FWA and FRA NEPA staff. Contributed by Carrie McEnteer,
USAG FWA and FRA NEPA Branch Chief

Resumption of Year-Round Firing Opportunities at Fort
Richardson EIS — USAG FRA released the Draft EIS on
March 12. Although comments that will be responded to in
the document are due by May 11, 2010, tribes are welcome
to submit comments at any time. Public and other comment
meetings were held April 13 and 14 in Anchorage.
Comments may also be submitted in writing by fax, mail or
email to:
Elizabeth A. Cook
Directorate of Public Works
IMPC-FWA-PWE (Cook)
1060 Gaffney Rd. #4500
Fort Wainwright, AK 99703-4500

elizabeth.cook3@us.army.mil
fax 907-361-9867

More about the EIS...

On April 13 and 14, comment meetings were held in
Anchorage for agencies, tribal governments and the public.
Presentations were given to describe the Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement for Resumption of Year-round
Firing Opportunities at Fort Richardson, Alaska document
— the reasoning behind the action and description of the
alternatives the Army is considering. Comments were re-
corded that will be responded to in the final document.
Comments will continue to be received until May 11, 2010.
The complete document can be seen at the Army’s conser-
vation website:

www. usarak.army.mil/conservation/NEPA _home.htm.

The preferred alternative for this NEPA action is pre-
sented as alternative 2 in the EIS. This alternative would
enable training to expand from 4 months to approximately
8 months at the Eagle River Flats Impact Area. This train-
ing would be scheduled to avoid bird migration periods and
times of beluga travel near and in Eagle River. Training
would also be conducted with forward observers who
would call a cease to firing if animals were detected in the
area of effect.

Increasing training opportunities at Fort Richardson
would have the effect of reducing training costs and
improving Soldier and Soldier family quality of life by
allowing Soldiers to remain at home while training. This is
of particular importance given the compressed training
schedule and the increased operation tempo necessitated by
current global military activity.
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National Arbor Day is April 30,
But Alaska Arbor Day is May 17!

Earth Day is April 22

In celebration of the 40th anniversary of Earth Day
(and beyond), the Directorate of Public Works
Environmental Divisions at Forts Richardson and
Wainwright will also be sponsoring the following
activities:

At Fort Richardson on April 22 from 10:00 am to
3:00 pm, there will be a table at the Joint Military
Mall (Elmendorf commissary) distributing informa-
tion about various environmental projects and reusable
bags.

May 1-8 will be Clean-up Week at Fort Richard-

The Directorate of Public Works Environmental
Divisions at Forts Richardson and Wainwright will
be celebrating Alaska’s Arbor Day by distributing
seedlings.

Seedlings will be given out on a first-come /
first-served basis from the division offices on May
17. Siberian larch, lodgepole pine, and Colorado
blue spruce will be offered.

The Fort Wainwright office is located in Build-
ing 3023, at the corner of Engineer Place and son
?neietlgzI:{ (())gcl;nlq).lstrlbutlon there will be from 10:00 Bike to Work day is May 21. Personnel will be

The Fort Richardson office is in Buildine 724 ~~ — w”  encouraged to abandon their cars for the day and bike
on Quariermaster Road. For distribution ‘?imes to work in a sign of solidarity with the environment.
call 907-384-3041 ’ ’ At Fort Wainwright, there will be a family science

fair and education day on April 17 on post.

Tok Terminal Remediation Plan Meeting

A meeting was held on April 8 in Tok, Alaska to discuss the results of recently completed studies evaluating any remaining
risks to human health or the environment from previous Department of Defense operations at the Tok Fuel Terminal and the
Sears Creek Station properties. Community members attended and asked questions about plans for future activity at the sites.

Written reports of these completed studies will be ready for release to the tribal community soon.

Directorate of Public Works
Environmental Division

ATTN: IMPC-FWA-PWE (Cook)
1060 Gaffney Road #4500

Fort Wainwright, Alaska 99703-4500

*OFFICIAL BUSINESS*

We welcome corrected
recipient information.
Issues are mailed to tribal
administrators and tribal
leaders.

Please post these newsletters
for your tribal and commu-
nity members to share.

Thank you.
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