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HOW TO READ THIS EIS

Chapter 1 summar�zes the proposed act�on by U.S. Army Alaska: construct�on and operat�on 
of a Battle Area Complex (BAX) and a Comb�ned Arms Collect�ve Tra�n�ng Fac�l�ty (CACTF) 
w�th�n U.S. Army tra�n�ng lands �n Alaska. Th�s sect�on summar�zes the purpose and need for the 
proposed act�on. Issues �dent�fied dur�ng the scop�ng and publ�c rev�ew process are also presented.

Chapter 2 prov�des a deta�led descr�pt�on of the proposed act�on and a compar�son of the 
locat�on alternat�ves cons�dered, �nclud�ng Eddy Drop Zone (Alternat�ve 2), Donnelly Drop 
Zone (Alternat�ve 3), North Texas Range (Alternat�ve 4), and North Texas Range/Eddy Drop 
Zone Comb�nat�on (Alternat�ve 5). In add�t�on, a descr�pt�on of the No Act�on (Alternat�ve 1) 
�s prov�ded. Other alternat�ves that were cons�dered and el�m�nated are d�scussed. F�nally, a 
compar�son of env�ronmental consequences for each alternat�ve �s presented.

Important: For a summary compar�son of alternat�ves, see Tables 2.n and 2.o. For a summary of 
env�ronmental �mpacts for each alternat�ve, see Tables 2.p and 2.q. These tables are located at the 
end of Chapter 2.

Chapter 3 descr�bes the affected env�ronment. Th�s chapter summar�zes the current state 
of knowledge of the phys�cal, b�olog�cal, and soc�al env�ronment at DTA East and nearby 
commun�t�es.

Chapter 4 compares the consequences of the five alternat�ves to the phys�cal, b�olog�cal, and 
soc�al env�ronments that were descr�bed �n Chapter 3. Each sect�on prov�des a br�ef descr�pt�on 
of act�v�t�es that could affect the env�ronment under each alternat�ve, a methodology of analys�s, 
a rev�ew of �mpacts common to all alternat�ves, and a quant�tat�ve (when appl�cable) and a 
qual�tat�ve compar�son of alternat�ves. Ex�st�ng and proposed m�t�gat�on measures are also l�sted.

Chapters 5-8 prov�de supplemental �nformat�on.

Chapter 9 conta�ns a summary of the Army’s responses to comments rece�ved on the 
Supplemental Draft Env�ronmental Impact Statement released �n March 2006.

The appendix conta�ns the maps c�ted �n Chapters 1-4, add�t�onal �nformat�on on archaeolog�cal 
and a�r resources, an analys�s of ex�st�ng and proposed m�t�gat�on measures, and a draft F�nd�ng 
of No Pract�cable Alternat�ve.
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CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION  
OF A BAX/CACTF  

WITHIN U.S. ARMY TRAINING LANDS IN ALASKA

SUMMARY OF CHANGES  
BETWEEN SDEIS AND FEIS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY THROUGH CHAPTER 2
Section Changes Made

Execut�ve Summary Text was mod�fied to update term�nology and to clar�fy 
descr�pt�ons.  

Execut�ve Summary
Introduct�on

Text relevant to the SDEIS was updated for the FEIS vers�on.

Execut�ve Summary
Introduct�on

The number of veh�cles to be used on the range was changed 
from 170 to 165.

Execut�ve Summary
Purpose and Need

Text was added about the need to co-locate the two ranges.

Execut�ve Summary
Env�ronmental Consequences

Text was added d�scuss�ng potent�al �ncreases �n so�l 
compact�on as a result of maneuver tra�n�ng. 

Execut�ve Summary
Env�ronmental Consequences

Text was rev�sed to reflect changes to �mpact category 
defin�t�ons for no�se.

Execut�ve Summary
Env�ronmental Consequences

Text was rev�sed to �nclude the number of cultural resources 
el�g�ble for the Nat�onal Reg�ster of H�stor�c Places �n the BAX/
CACTF footpr�nt.  

Chapter 1 Text was mod�fied to update term�nology and to clar�fy 
descr�pt�ons.  

Chapter 1
1.1 Introduct�on

The number of veh�cles to be used on the range was changed 
from 170 to 165.

Chapter 1
1.3 Scope of Env�ronmental 
Analys�s

Text relevant to the SDEIS was moved to Sect�on 1.7.2.6. 

Chapter 1
1.3 Scope of Env�ronmental 
Analys�s

Text was added to clar�fy the d�v�s�on between pr�mary and 
secondary resources.

Chapter 1
1.7 Scop�ng and Publ�c 
Rev�ew Process

Text defin�ng a schedule for the Not�ce of Ava�lab�l�ty of the 
FEIS was added. 

Chapter 1
1.7.2.6 Release of SDEIS

Text was moved from Sect�on 1.3 and added to th�s sect�on. 
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Section Changes Made

Chapter 1
1.7.2.7 Announcement, 
Ava�lab�l�ty and Publ�c 
Comment on the SDEIS

A new sect�on was created to prov�de a summary of the publ�c 
comment per�od process for the SDEIS.

Chapter 1
1.8.1 Tr�bal Consultat�on

Text was rev�sed to update and clar�fy the number of ed�t�ons 
and the d�str�but�on of USARAK’s Quarterly Update to Alaska 
Native Tribes newsletter.  

Chapter 1
1.8.1 Tr�bal Consultat�on

The webs�te address to v�ew tr�bal comments subm�tted on the 
�n�t�al Draft EIS was added. 

Chapter 1
1.8.1 Tr�bal Consultat�on

Text summar�z�ng the tr�bal consultat�on meet�ng held for the 
SDEIS was added. 

Chapter 1
1.9.2 Draft EIS Publ�c 
Comment Per�od

The t�me per�od for the SDEIS publ�c comment per�od was 
updated.

Chapter 1
1.9.2 Draft EIS Publ�c 
Comment Per�od

The webs�te address to v�ew publ�c comments on the �n�t�al 
Draft EIS was added.

Chapter 1
1.9.3 SDEIS Publ�c 
Comment Per�od

A new sect�on was created, and text summar�z�ng publ�c 
comments rece�ved for the SDEIS was added.

Chapter 1
1.12 Federal Perm�ts, 
L�censes and Other 
Ent�tlements 

Th�s sect�on was �nserted to summar�ze the federal perm�ts, 
l�cens�ng and other ent�tlements requ�red to �mplement the 
proposed act�on. 

Chapter 1
1.12 Federal Perm�ts, 
L�censes and Other 
Ent�tlements

Table 1.b was added. 

Chapter 1
1.13 Organ�zat�onal Structure 
of th�s EIS

“Sect�on 1.12” was renamed “Sect�on 1.13.”    

Chapter 1
1.13 Organ�zat�onal Structure 
of th�s EIS

Text for the t�tle of Chapter 9 was rev�sed to “Summary of 
Comments and Responses”. 
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Section Changes Made

Throughout Chapter 2 “Append�x, F�gure 3.k” was renamed “Append�x, F�gure 3.l”.

Chapter 2
2.2 Descr�pt�on of the 
Proposed Act�on

The number of veh�cles to be used on the range was changed 
from 170 to 165.

Chapter 2
2.2.1.2.5 Support Operat�ons, 
Trans�t�on Routes and 
Deployments

Informat�on on deployment m�les was clar�fied.

Chapter 2
2.2.2.2.6 Support Operat�ons, 
Trans�t�on Routes and 
Deployments

Informat�on on deployment m�les was clar�fied.

Chapter 2
2.3 Deta�led Descr�pt�on of 
Locat�on Alternat�ves

Introductory text d�scuss�ng screen�ng cr�ter�a was clar�fied.

Chapter 2
2.3.1 Introduct�on

The follow�ng text was added to the first sentence: “and cost”.

Chapter 2
2.3.3.1 Tanana Flats Tra�n�ng 
Area

“Lowlands” was deleted.

Chapter 2
2.3.3.1 Tanana Flats Tra�n�ng 
Area

The term “current” was added to emphas�ze that no roads ex�st 
to access the Tanana Flats Tra�n�ng Area.

Chapter 2
2.3.3.7 Eddy Drop Zone

Text was added to clar�fy that the proposed s�te �s w�th�n the 
Jarv�s Creek floodpla�n.

Chapter 2 
2.3.4 Conclus�on of V�ab�l�ty 
Analys�s

Table 2.� was added to summar�ze the v�ab�l�ty analys�s of all 
potent�al s�tes based on screen�ng requ�rements. All subsequent 
tables were renamed.  

Chapter 2
2.6 Compar�son of 
Alternat�ves and 
Env�ronmental Consequences

Text under the S�ngle Event No�se category �n Table 2.p 
changed. For the construct�on footpr�nt and maneuver area, 
EDZ changed from m�nor to moderate, DDZ changed from 
moderate to severe, and North Texas changed from m�nor to 
moderate.  

Chapter 2
2.6 Compar�son of 
Alternat�ves and 
Env�ronmental Consequences

Text �n Table 2.p under “soc�oeconom�cs, monetary” was 
changed from “benefic�al” to “m�nor” for Alternat�ves 4 and 5. 



v�

CHAPTER 3
Section Changes Made

Chapter 3 Text was mod�fied to update term�nology and to clar�fy 
descr�pt�ons.  

Chapter 3
3.1.1 Organ�zat�on

Text was added to clar�fy the d�v�s�on between pr�mary and 
secondary resources.

Chapter 3
3.1.2.2 Cl�mate reg�me for 
Donnelly Tra�n�ng Area East

Stat�st�cs on average monthly temperature, average annual w�nd 
speed, prec�p�tat�on and snowfall were rev�sed.  

Chapter 3
3.2.1.1.2 So�l Character�st�cs 
by Alternat�ve

F�gure 3.b was added to the append�x. Text was added 
descr�b�ng the figure and clar�fy�ng the locat�ons of so�l 
assoc�at�ons by alternat�ves. All subsequent figures were 
renamed. 

Chapter 3
3.2.1.1.2 So�l Character�st�cs 
by Alternat�ve

Informat�on on dra�nage propert�es and �nfiltrat�on rates was 
added to Eddy Drop Zone, Donnelly Drop Zone and North 
Texas Range alternat�ves.

Chapter 3
3.2.2.2.1 Floodpla�ns by 
Alternat�ve

Text was added to clar�fy�ng the So�l Conservat�on Serv�ce as 
part of the U.S. Department of Agr�culture. 

Chapter 3
Table 3.2.2.b

Text was mod�fied to reflect that the BAX/CACTF would not be 
bu�lt w�th�n the Delta R�ver floodpla�n.

Chapter 3
3.2.7.5.1 Nat�onal Reg�ster 
of H�stor�c Places El�g�b�l�ty 
Evaluat�ons by Alternat�ve

Text was updated from 7 archeolog�cal s�tes at Eddy Drop Zone 
to 5 s�tes. 

Chapter 3
3.2.8.1.1 Term�nal and 
En Route A�rspace by 
Alternat�ve

Text was clar�fied to expla�n that the ent�re Eddy Drop Zone 
construct�on and maneuver areas and a vast major�ty of the 
surface danger zone falls w�th�n Class D controlled a�rspace.

Chapter 3
3.2.8.2.1 Spec�al Use 
A�rspace by Alternat�ve

Text was clar�fied to �nd�cate that only the surface danger zone 
at Eddy Drop Zone falls w�th�n the Buffalo MOA, and that 
the range fac�l�t�es would be located just outs�de of the MOA 
boundary.

Chapter 3
3.3.3.3.1 Wetlands Use 
Management 

Text has been added to expand the defin�t�on of h�gher funct�on 
wetlands. 

Chapter 3
3.3.3.2.2 Wetland Types by 
Alternat�ve

Reference to Coward�n et al. 1979 was removed from Eddy 
Drop Zone alternat�ve descr�pt�on.
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CHAPTER 4
Section Changes Made

Chapter 4 F�gure 3.b was added to the append�x and all subsequent figures 
were renamed.

Chapter 4
4.1.1 Organ�zat�on

Text was added to clar�fy the d�v�s�on between pr�mary and 
secondary resources.

Chapter 4
4.2.1.1.2 Impacts Common to 
All Alternat�ves

Text was added to clar�fy the process and �mplementat�on of a 
storm water pollut�on prevent�on plan for th�s project. 

Chapter 4
4.2.1.1.4 Impacts Attr�buted 
to Alternat�ve 2 (Eddy Drop 
Zone)

Informat�on was added on the potent�al for so�l compact�on as a 
result of off road veh�cle maneuvers.

Table 4.2.2.a Text was mod�fied to reflect that the BAX/CACTF would not be 
bu�lt w�th�n the Delta R�ver floodpla�n.

Chapter 4
4.2.2.1.4 Impacts Attr�buted 
to Alternat�ve 2 (Eddy Drop 
Zone)

Clar�fy�ng text on vegetat�on clear�ng w�th�n the construct�on 
footpr�nt and maneuver area was added.

Chapter 4
4.2.2.1.4 Impacts Attr�buted 
to Alternat�ve 2 (Eddy Drop 
Zone)

Text was added to clar�fy that des�gn features at Eddy Drop 
Zone w�ll also be constructed to run east and west, not solely 
north and south.

Chapter 4
4.2.2.1.4 Impacts Attr�buted 
to Alternat�ve 2 (Eddy Drop 
Zone)

Text was added expla�n�ng why l�m�ted areas of compacted so�l 
would not adversely �mpact �nfiltrat�on at Eddy Drop Zone.

Chapter 4
4.2.2.1.4 Impacts Attr�buted 
to Alternat�ve 2 (Eddy Drop 
Zone)

Text was added to clar�fy why culverts would not be adversely 
�mpacted by aufe�s format�on at Eddy Drop Zone.

Chapter 4
4.2.2.2.2 Proposed M�t�gat�on

An add�t�onal measure was added relat�ng to compl�ance w�th 
Nat�onal Pollutant D�scharge El�m�nat�on System (NPDES) 
perm�tt�ng requ�rements.

Chapter 4
4.2.4.1 Descr�pt�on of 
Methodology

Text descr�b�ng moderate and severe no�se �mpacts was re-
defined.  

Chapter 4
4.2.4.2 Compar�son of 
Alternat�ves 

Text under the S�ngle Event No�se category �n Table 4.2.4.e 
changed. For the construct�on footpr�nt and maneuver area, 
Eddy Drop Zone changed from m�nor to moderate, Donnelly 
Drop Zone changed from moderate to severe, and North Texas 
changed from m�nor to moderate.  
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Section Changes Made

Chapter 4
4.2.6.1.2 Impacts Common to 
All Alternat�ves

Text was added concern�ng effects of human d�sturbance on 
moose.

Chapter 4
4.2.7.1.1 Descr�pt�on of 
Methodology

Data �n Table 4.2.7.a changed. For the Eddy Drop Zone BAX, 
the s�tes determ�ned el�g�ble for NRHP w�th�n the construct�on 
footpr�nt changed from 0 to 1, and the maneuver area 
changed from 1 to 0. For the s�tes determ�ned not el�g�ble, the 
construct�on footpr�nt changed from 0 to 2, and the maneuver 
area was changed from 6 to 2.  

Chapter 4
4.2.8.1.4 Impacts Attr�buted 
to Alternat�ve 2 (Eddy Drop 
Zone)

Text was clar�fied to expla�n that the ent�re Eddy Drop Zone 
construct�on and maneuver areas and a vast major�ty of the 
surface danger zone falls w�th�n Class D controlled a�rspace.

Chapter 4
4.2.8.1.4 Impacts Attr�buted 
to Alternat�ve 2 (Eddy Drop 
Zone)

Text was clar�fied to �nd�cate that only the surface danger zone 
at Eddy Drop Zone falls w�th�n the Buffalo MOA, and that 
the range fac�l�t�es would be located just outs�de of the MOA 
boundary.

Chapter 4
4.2.8.2.2 Proposed M�t�gat�on

Add�t�onal measures were proposed.

Chapter 4
4.3.1.2.2 Proposed M�t�gat�on

Text was added to evaluate the need for a�r qual�ty perm�ts. 

Chapter 4
4.3.3.1.1 Descr�pt�on of 
Methodology

Informat�on �n Table 4.3.3.b changed for Eddy Drop Zone. The 
total fill �n wetlands changed from 24 acres to 26 acres. 

Chapter 4
4.3.6.1.1 Descr�pt�on of 
Methodology

Text �n Table 4.3.6.a changed. For Alternat�ves 4 and 5, the 
monetary �mpact was changed from benefic�al to m�nor. Text 
was added on the �mpact of los�ng Cold Reg�ons Test Center 
(CRTC) act�v�t�es.  

Chapter 4
4.3.6.1.6 Impacts Attr�buted 
to Alternat�ve 4 

Text was added on the �mpact of th�s project to CRTC and to 
the Delta Junct�on economy. 

Chapter 4
4.3.6.1.7 Impacts Attr�buted 
to Alternat�ve 5

Text was added on the �mpact of th�s project to CRTC and to 
the Delta Junct�on economy.

Chapter 4
4.3.10 Cumulat�ve Effects 
Analys�s

Text under the S�ngle Event No�se category �n Table 4.3.10.
b changed. For the construct�on footpr�nt and maneuver area, 
Eddy Drop Zone changed from m�nor to moderate, Donnelly 
Drop Zone changed from moderate to severe, and North Texas 
changed from m�nor to moderate.  

Chapter 4
4.3.10 Cumulat�ve Effects 
Analys�s

The text �n Table 4.3.10.b was changed under Soc�oeconom�cs. 
The monetary �mpacts for Alternat�ves 4 and 5 were changed 
from benefic�al to m�nor. 
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CHAPTER 5 THROUGH APPENDIX
Section Changes Made

Chapter 5, L�st of Preparers 
and Contr�butors

Text mod�fied to reflect changes �n number of years of 
exper�ence and job pos�t�ons.

Chapter 5, L�st of Preparers 
and Contr�butors

Added Calv�n Bagley, Assoc�ate D�rector of CEMML, to the 
l�st of contr�butors.

Chapter 6 
B�bl�ography

New or m�ss�ng references were added to the b�bl�ography; 
references were changed or deleted to reflect changes �n the 
document. 

Chapter 9
Summary of Comments and 
Responses

A new chapter was added to summar�ze rev�ew comments and 
Army responses.

Append�x
F�gures

F�gure 3.b, So�ls on Donnelly Tra�n�ng Area East, was added. 
All subsequent figures were renamed.

Append�x
Draft F�nd�ng of No 
Pract�cable Alternat�ve

Text referr�ng to the SDEIS was mod�fied to refer to the F�nal 
EIS.

Append�x
Draft F�nd�ng of No 
Pract�cable Alternat�ve

The total fill �n wetlands changed from 24 acres to 26 acres. 

Append�x
Draft F�nd�ng of No 
Pract�cable Alternat�ve

The follow�ng text was deleted from Footnote 1: “rev�ews and 
cons�ders all publ�c comments on the SDEIS and th�s draft 
find�ng and”.

Append�x
Draft F�nd�ng of No 
Pract�cable Alternat�ve

A footnote was added referenc�ng Sect�on 4.3.6, 
Soc�oeconom�cs.
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