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CLANDESTINE LABORATORY

An unlawful operation consisting of a 
sufficient combination of apparatus 

and chemicals that can be or has been 
used in the manufacture of a 

controlled substance



















HISTORY OF CLANDESTINE 

METHAMPHETAMINE

LABORATORIES



U.S. Methamphetamine Situation - (Pre-1994)

Phenomenon of the 20th Century

Used by Military during World War II

Distribution primarily controlled by the Outlaw Motorcycle
Gangs

Used by housewives as an appetite suppressant

Used by athletes to improve stamina

Used by college students to stay awake and study for exams









History of Clan Labs

- Since 1993 lab seizures have increased steadily
throughout the United States

- In your area you can expect most of your labs to be utilizing
the Anhydrous Ammonia/Lithium Metal Method
Commonly referred to as the Nazi or Birch Method

- The Red Phosphorous/Iodine Method is the other method 
you may see

- In contrast the P2P Method now accounts for less than 2%
of all lab seizures



Current Trends in Labs

- Seizures are increasing in every state

- Ingredients still readily available

- Recipes on the internet

- Meth use on the rise











Current Trend in Labs

- Lab Seizures continue to increase

CY 1995       327 Seizures
CY 1996       879 Seizures
CY1997     1,431 Seizures
CY 1998    1,627 Seizures

CY 2002    8,357 Seizures



Seizures in Neighboring States

Illinois - 323

Indiana - 522

Michigan - 121

Minnesota - 146

North Dakota - 209







GREATEST                          
THREAT/HAZARD  

ENCOUNTERED AT 
ANY LAB……….





WHAT METH HAS TO OFFFER

Increased Activity              Skin Infections/Sores
Increased Blood Pressure Oily Hair
Increased Heart Rate Tooth Loss
Increased Respiration Body Odor
Increased Perspiration Acne
Increased Metabolism Kidney Failure
DECREASED APPETITE Liver Failure
Anorexia Stroke

Psychosis
Aggressive Behavior Irreversible Brain Damage
Anxiety Parkinson-like Symptoms
Auditory Hallucinations Alzheimer-like Symptoms
Delusions Hyperthermia - 108 Degrees
Fatigue Extreme Depression
Insomnia
Irritability
Nervousness DEATH
Paranoia
Violence



HOW’S IT USED

- Orally Ingested - Swallowed 
Bitter Taste - No “RUSH”

- Inhaled/Snorted - Burns linings
of Nostrils - No “RUSH”

- Smoked - Highly Addictive
Heat and Inhale Vapor - “RUSH”

- Injected - Highly Addictive
Share Needles - “RUSH”



HOW IS IT USED Orally ingested Intranasally - snorted Intravenously - injected Smoking
Place on foil heat underside with match or lighter, inhale odorless vapor, effects
almost immediate

Intravenous and Smoking - intense "rush"
Oral or intranasal - euphoria, high no rush

Use Patterns Low Intensity - not psychologically addicted - casual use snorting or
Swallowing - extra energy or weight loss - truck drivers, house wives - not
yet experienced euphoric rush- step away from binge Binge - smoke or
inject meth, euphoric rush Rush - initial responses Heartrate races,
metabolism, blood pressure, pulse soar 5-30 minute rush (cocaine 2-5
minute rush)

High - feels aggressive, smarter, argumentative 4-6 hour high

Binge - maintain high by smoking or injecting more meth
Smaller rush each time until no rush at all
Hyperactive
3-15 days on binge

Tweaking - Most dangerous stage - extremely irritable, violent End
of binge stage Feelings of emptiness Usually takes
depressant (alcohol or heroin)

Crash - Body's epinephrine depleted No longer threat to anybody I
- 3 days

Normal - 2-14 days







LOCATIONS OF CLANDESTINE
LABORATORIES















BASIC 
CHEMICAL 

REQUIREMENTS



WAL*MART
ALWAYS LOW PRICES. ALWAYS WAL44ART.

S U P E R C E N T E R
WE SELL FOR LESS

MANAGER MIKE TREECE
( 217 ) 324 - 6195

LITCHFIELD, ILLINOIS
ST# 0213 OP# 00000060 TES 24 TRI 06503
SUDAFED X 030081086524 3,32 K
EQ SUPHEDRIN 0070030719133.84 K
SUDAFED 030081067020 6.34 K
SUPHEDRINE 033041925124 1.56 K
BASTER 002413178102 1.94 E
FUNNEL SET 007065200124 1.88 E
TURNER 007328709362 0.50 C
GLOVE NED 007039400296 1.56 E
JAR 007169124296 1.97 E
FILTERS 007128747201 0.97 E
8 AIR TUBE 001083855665 0.97 E
SKILLET 007224472062 24.96 E
STORAGE BIN 002002722356 4.44 E
START FLUID 079749665424 1.96 E
SOLVENT 003019201815 2.97 E
ALCOHOL 003019202615 3.47 E
BATTERY 003980003606 9.94 E
BRAND CLNR 001980000113 4.87 E
CHOPPER 0071in27987 3.46 E
190-REET X 007390561175 0.78 E
HEET X 007390680007 0.62 E
PEROXIDE 030395111316 0.44 K
MATCHES 004878904530 0.78 E
MRTON PL SAL 002460001001 F 0.42 B
COLEMAN FUEL 007660100037 3.43 E

SUBTOTAL 87.39
TAX 1 5.250 % 3.76
TAX 3 1.000 % 0.87

TOTAL 92.02
VISA TEND 92.02

ACCOUNT 11887-02/02
APPROVAL #017000
TRANS ID -0011038612089891
VALIDATION -787N
PAYMENT SERVICE - E

CWGE DUE 0.00

ITEMS SOLD 25

AT WALK ART, CON
02/07/01 11:02,12





PRECURSORS

A Chemical that is essential to the production of a
controlled substance and for which no substitution 
can be made.

- Pseudoephedrine

- Ephedrine

















REAGENT

Chemical which reacts upon precursor causing it
to chemically change 

- Iodine

- Epson Salt

- Anhydrous Ammonia

- Muriatic Acid (Hydrochloric Acid)

- Red Devil Lye (Sodium Hydroxide)

- Sulfuric Acid



















CATALYST

Chemical which speeds up a reaction process 
and or causes it to go to greater completion

- Red Phosphorous - HI Reduction Method

- Lithium/Sodium Metal - Anhydrous method











SOLVENT

Medium (liquid) in which reaction takes place
- Coleman Fuel

- Camp Fuel

- Stating Fluid

- Ether

- Acetone 















METHAMPHETAMINE SITES

“Meth” 505,000 sites

“Methamphetamine” 123,000 sites

“Cook Meth” 14,400 sites

Other sites include: Meth Lab Stories, Escape Meth, Stop Drugs













































































SAFETY
is the most important factor 

when encountering a clandestine 
methamphetamine laboratory



HAZARDS FOR ALL LABORATORIES

1.  THE OPERATOR

2.  Toxic, flammable, corrosive, combustible 

chemicals

3.  Mislabeled or Unlabeled Chemicals

4.  Mixed chemicals

5.  Firearms, explosives, booby traps
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