Welcome to the 65th EOD Company, Fort Wainwright, Alaska “Arctic EOD”

	This letter is to help assist you with your PCS to Fort Wainwright, Alaska. Along with the packet provided by ACS we have included this letter with some of the lessons learned from members who have already made the trip. These are just guide lines and if you need any further assistance call your sponsor.
DRIVING
	If driving the ALCAN, be sure to plan your trip accordingly. The further north you get during the summer the longer the day light hours, and during the winter the night hours are longer. So be prepared and watch your clock.  24 hour gas stations are few and far between and in the winter many of them close for the season.  For this reason also carry extra fuel for your vehicle. Worse case scenario you will have to use the gas to get to the next town. Be informed and question the locals about good places to refuel.  There are some stretches of highway close to 300 miles with no gas stations. So you should plan on filling up every chance you get, not just when the tank is empty.
Before leaving check your vehicles fluids, tire pressure and treads. If you are traveling during the summer months do not worry about winterizing your vehicle until you get here. Winterizing your vehicle is essential in the middle of winter.  This includes an engine block heater, oil pan heater, and appropriate battery, lubricant and fluids.  Many common car parts are only rated to -20 degrees Fahrenheit; that is not sufficient for the weather in Fairbanks.  The auto care center on post usually does the winterization for less than $400 and they will warranty their work.
	Expect long delays while driving. Many unplanned obstacles can hinder your progress, be prepared to stop for:  wildlife, wild fires, tourists, bad roads, traffic, road work, road closers, blown tires, etc. Delays can be from a few minutes to days.  The ALCAN is under constant construction, especially during the summer. The harsh weather and terrain cause the road to continually deteriorate.  British Columbia has a good website with up to date road conditions. The website has been included at the end of this letter.
Depending on the time of year you drive up here, be sure to carry the appropriate gear for the trip. Take precautions to deal with minor vehicle problems, winter weather, first aid, or other emergency situations.
	Be sure when you travel up here not to burn yourself out driving. Be prepared to make frequent stops and reserve hotels on the way up. It may be smart to sign up for a rewards program with a particular hotel chain, since you will be stopping several nights in a row.  Look at a map and plan out your mileage, stops, and times before you leave.
Be sure to allow 2+ days of travel before your report date. This will allow for any unforeseen emergencies or extra rest stops on the way. There are plenty of site seeing opportunities when traveling the ALCAN. The road has plenty of steep grades, rock roads, high dust areas, etc. So expect to drive slower than you normally would. 
If you have not already, begin the process of getting your passport. As of 1 June 2009 all personnel crossing the US/Canadian border are required to have a passport. A military ID and set of orders may not be sufficient.
 	If you plan on using your credit card be prepared to get charged an extra 5% for international use in Canada. Figure the cost of gas, food, and lodging and prepare yourself financially. It is also a good idea to contact your bank and/or Credit Card Company to inform them of your travel plans so that they do not put a hold on your funds for unusual activity.  We have also found that a Visa Credit Card will not be accepted in Canada 
	You will not have cell phone reception when driving through Canada and most of Alaska. While traveling through Canada it would be a good idea to have a calling card to use for calling back into the states. Fairbanks has good cell phone reception in the city and some of the major highways just out of town. 
FLYING
	You will be flying into Fairbanks International Airport. Be sure to let your sponsor know your arrival time, date, flight number, and where you are flying from. Your sponsor will meet you at the airport and drive you to your barracks room on post or available lodging. 
GENERAL INFO
	During your trip if ANY emergency; delays, blown tires, wild fires, trouble at border, flight canceled, low on money, etc. contact your sponsor immediately. Keep us up to date on any changes in your travel plans.
	If transporting firearms through Canada contact the Canadian Firearms martial for each territory you travel through. Depending on barrel length, magazine capacity, action type, etc. your firearm maybe restricted in Canada and require more forms. There is a fee for transporting firearms across Canada; the fee is $50 Canadian. If you have magazines with more than a 10 round capacity then you must have someone mail your magazines to your mailing address on station. It may take a few days after you arrive to receive your mailing address. If you are living in the barracks you must register your firearms with the provost marshal prior to their arrival. If living off post, any personnel firearm that is brought onto the installation must be registered as well. Concealed carry in Alaska is legal, but the USARAK Commander has restricted the concealed carry of firearms by all soldiers whether on or off duty, in uniform or civilian clothing.
	In processing takes 4 days, if you have not already signed for a barracks room you will be assigned your room on the first day of in processing.

HELPFUL WEBSITES
www.drivebc.ca – Good information on Alaskan Highway conditions.

Other helpful websites can be found in the Travel to Alaska pcs guide found in your welcome packet.


PACKING LIST SUGGESTIONS FOR DRIVING TO ALASKA
Tire Chains 
Bag of kitty litter or sand 
Shovel
Tow rope
Snow scraper/ brush or broom
Flashlight and spare batteries
Rags and paper towels
Jumper cables
Extra clothing, gloves, snow boots
Blankets and/or sleeping bag
Flares
First-aid kit
Bottled water
Basic Tool Kit
Matches and candles in a waterproof container
Extra washer fluid
Snack foods
Extra fuel
Calling card – if you need to make calls from Canada.
Spare tire
Working car jack
Extra engine oil
Extra transmission fluid

