
QUESTION:  My husband, myself and our children are currently stationed at Ft. 
Hood, TX and my husband was just informed that we are going to be PCSing in 
January to Ft. Wainwright, Alaska. I have a few questions about the move. 
 
What is the process for us arriving regarding housing if we had planned on living 
off post. Is there some where we would stay temporarily. My husband informed 
me that we would have temporary lodging but he wasn’t sure for how long; and if 
so, do we need to make reservations for this lodging, what is the fee? and how 
long are we allowed to stay there?  
 
My other question is:  We will be arriving with a 10yr old, a 4 1/2 yr old and a 
newborn. The older two are currently in elementary school (5th grade, and prek). 
Is pre-k available in Alaska. When I looked up the school information I didn’t 
notice anything about pre-k? Also, besides the proof of address, immunization, 
birth certificate and school records is there anything else I should need for school 
registration that may not have been necessary when they were enrolled in TX 
and in NY? 
 
My last question:  what are the nearest cities/towns to Ft.Wainwright, so that we 
know where we should start looking for housing?  And how far are the cities from 
the army post? When I looked on line there was a lot of homes available in the 
North Pole but not sure if there is a closer city or if that is a far distance for my 
husband to get back and forth for work. 
 
 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
LODGING: 
 
The Northern Lights Inn, located on Ft Wainwright, provides temporary 
lodging for PCS families and you may make reservations up to 180 days in 
advance of arrival by calling 907-353-3800 or by e-mail to 
steve.coulson@us.army.mil.  The standard entitlement for Temporary Living 
Allowance (TLA) for PCS-in families to Ft Wainwright is 20 days; of course 
you may choose to reserve more (or less) days depending on your specific 
needs.  You are encouraged to make reservations as soon as you determine 
your requirements as demand for temporary lodging is extremely high. 
 
Family suites (450 sq ft) feature a separate bed and living area with a 
queen bed in the bedroom and a pull out sofa sleeper in the living room, a 
full kitchen, two TVs and DVD players, high-speed internet access, and a 
residential style bath and dressing area.  A limited number of connecting 
suites are available if you require additional sleeping/living area.  The 
Northern Lights Inn offers a complimentary continental breakfast service 



seven days a week. Guest laundry and private storage cages are available on 
each floor as well as vending and ice machines.  A no-fee internet café with 
two work stations and printer is available in the lobby which also features 
an oversized fireplace, comfortable seating areas, and native Alaskan 
artwork. 
 
The room rate for the family suite is $69.50 per night, per room, plus $5.00 
for each additional person.  For your Family in one room the rate per night 
would be $84.50.  If you choose connecting suites the rate per night would 
be $149.00.  Lodging fees are payable upon check-in, in ten day increments. 
 
Please note these fees vary seasonally and by family size. They will not be the 
same for all Families. 
 
SCHOOL: 
 
The school district offers a special education preschool program only.  However, 
the Child Development Center on Fort Wainwright has a preschool program.  
Please visit http://www.wainwright.parocys.org/OS/Home.html and fill out the 
Request For Care Form in order to place your child on the waitlist prior to getting 
to Fort Wainwright. You will also find information about the sports program and 
SKIES classes that are offered on the installation. 
 
 
Be sure your child has the Hep A and PPD shot.   
 
For more information regarding the Fairbanks North Star Borough District School, 
please visit www. northstar.k12.ak.us 
 
 You can also contact Staci Biggs, Fort Wainwright School Liaison Officer at 
(907) 353-9879. 
 
 
HOUSING: 
 
By January 2009 Housing should be privatized.  The rank of the 
Soldier determines how long the wait for housing will be.  
 
The Housing Office recommends a visit to www.ahrn.com for those who wish to 
reside off post. The site lists rentals available in the Fairbanks area.  They also  
recommend contacting the Housing Office at  
wainwrighthousing@us.army.mil for additional housing information. 
 
Your husband needs to process a DA Form 4787 Reassignment Processing 
Request and DA Form 5888 Family Member Deployment Screening Sheet to 
receive approval for the Family to accompany him to Alaska. 

http://www.wainwright.parocys.org/OS/Home.html


FAIRBANKS AREA: 
 
Fort Wainwright is within the city limits of Fairbanks, and is very close to schools, 
churches and stores. The city of North Pole is just 12 miles from Fairbanks, and 
some North Pole addresses are even closer to the installation.  


