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PFD TYPES

Type Buoyancy Comments

I
"Offshore"

22 lbs.
min.

Intended for use off-shore, in open or coastal
waters, or potentially rough seas where quick
rescue may not be likely.  Very good buoyancy.
Tends to float an unconscious person face up.
Uncomfortable.  Very little hypothermia
protection.

II
"Near
Shore"

15.5 lbs.
min.

Designed for general boating activities.  Suitable
for protected areas where rough water is not
likely or for activities where quick rescue is
available.  Inexpensive.  Tends to float a person
face up.  Very little hypothermia protection.

III
"Flotation

Aid"

15.5 lbs.
min.

Intended for general boating activities or
specialized activities such as canoeing, water
skiing, or fishing due to the freedom of movement
it allows.  Suitable for protected areas where
rough water is not likely or where quick rescue is
likely.  Comfortable.  Some models offer
hypothermia protection.

IV
"Throwable"

16.5 lbs.
min.

Intended to be thrown to a person who is in the
water.  Of no use to an unconscious or exhausted
person.  No hypothermia protection.

V
Restricted

Use
Varies

Designed and approved for specific uses or
activities.  May need to be worn to count legally
as a PFD.  Read and follow instructions on labels
carefully.  Some models offer hypothermia
protection.
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Vessel Type:
Kayak
Canoe
River raft
Row boat
Personal watercraft
Center console/skiff
Runabout/bow rider
Cabin cruiser/overnighter
Sailboat

Hull Type:
Canvas/skin
Plastic
Fiberglass
Wood
Aluminum
Inflatable
Rigid hull inflatable
Other___________

Communication/Signals:
Installed Marine VHF
Handheld Marine VHF
Single side band
EPIRB
Flares
Mirror
Cell no._______________
Other signals___________

Survival Equipment
Personal survival kits
Tender/raft/dinghy
Water
Spare food
Spare clothing
Shelter (tent, tarp)
Matches/lighter
Other_____________
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