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Standard Operating Procedures
For the Combat Pistol Qualification Range
Fort Wainwright, Alaska 99703


1.  References:  FM 3-23.35 and this SOP.

2.  Purpose:  The purpose of this SOP is to provide guidance for the proper
     and safe conduct of the Combat Pistol Qualification Range by all authorized
     users.

3.  Scope:  

     a.  Capability:  The Combat Pistol Qualification range is a 7-lane computerized
           operated and scored range.  The range consists of targets from 7 meters to 39
           meters.  It is used for day, night and NBC qualification with the 9MM Pistol.
           While this range can support other non-standard training, it can only be used for its
           intended purpose unless prior authorization is given by the Range Manager.

      b.  Weapons Authorized:  9MM

      c.  Ammunition Authorized:  9MM

4.  Applicability:  This SOP applies to all authorized range users.

5.  Responsibilities:  

     a.  Medical Support:  Medical support for this range, when used for its intended
          purpose, is a Level 1, IAW USARAK Reg 350-2; medical support is at the
          discretion of the unit commander based on the Risk Assessment.  It is               
          recommended that a Combat Lifesaver with an aid bag be on the range.  When
          this range is used for any other purpose, medical support will be IAW USARAK
          Reg 350-2, paragraph 1-7.

    b.  Equipment Requirements:
 
         	   USARAK Reg 350-2			Issued at Range Control
                   Range SOP				Issued at Range Control
          	   Range Flag				Issued at Range Control
      Safety Paddles				Issued at Range Control
      Clearing Rods				Issued at Range Control
      Applicable FM’s and TM’s		Using Unit
      FM Radio or ALMAR			Using Unit
      Hearing Protection			Using Unit
      Bull Horn (if needed)			Issued at Range Control

  





IMPC-FWA-PLW								                    01 April 2009
              
SUBJECT:  Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) for Combat Pistol Qualification Range

c.  Personnel Requirements:
       1)  OIC:  SSG or above
       2)  RSO:  SGT or above
       3)  Safety NCO’s as determined by OIC (Recommend 1 per every 4 firing positions)
       4)  Ammunition guards
       5)  Radio Operator
       6)  Aircraft Spotter

   d.  Personnel Responsibilities:
        1)  Officer in Charge duties are outlined in ANNEX A of this SOP
        2)  RSO duties are outlined in ANNEX B of this SOP
        3)  Safety NCO’s on line must monitor and control personnel on or near
             the firing line and ensure no unsafe acts occur
        4)  The OIC and RSO must be physically present on the range while in
             a “Hot Status”.  If an administrative check-fire has been requested, the 
             OIC and RSO may depart this range.  Range Control must be notified
             of their departure and a “Hot Status” will not be given until they return
             to the range.  The OIC and RSO will not be active participants in the
             training taking place.
        5) The Ammunition NCO will monitor the issue and turn-in of all ammunition
             on the range.  The OIC/RSO will ensure that there are no unauthorized
             personnel in or around the ATP.  (See ANNEX F,  Ammunition
             Transfer Point)
         6) Radio Operator will monitor the radio at all times and will make
              60-minute communication checks with Range Control while in a “Hot
              Status”.  Should there be a loss of communication between Range Control
              and the unit, a check-fire will be issued by the OIC until communication
              can be re-established.
         7)  An Aircraft Spotter will be situated in such a manner that the individual
              can observe the airspace and call for a check-fire should any aircraft
              enter the airspace.  (See ANNEX E- Aircraft Spotter Procedures)

     e.  General Instructions:
          1) Preparation Phase:
              a) Prior to requesting a hot-time ensure the Range Opening/Closing
                  Memorandum issued by Range Control has been filled out.
              b) During winter months, the using unit will provide a detail to prepare
                  targets prior to firing and ready the range.  In addition, the unit will
                  be prepared to provide a detail to remove snow from in and around
                  the firing positions and targets, if required.
              c) The OIC will brief all soldiers utilizing this range that they will not
                  dispose of trash in the Latrine Pits.  The only approved latrine facilities
                  are located at the Combat Pistol Range and not in the tree line.  During
                  the clearance of the range, units that have been found to have placed
                  trash within the containment pits, will have to remove it before being
                  cleared.
               d) The support facilities associated with this facility are a latrine and
                    ammo transfer point.  Units are encouraged to bring a warming tent. 
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           2) Safety:
                a) The OIC must brief all users of the range on general safety including
                     an emergency check-fire plan.  (See ANNEX D, Troop Briefing)
                b)  All negligent discharges will be immediately reported to Range
                      Control.
                 c)  Ground medical evacuation is probably the quickest manner to
                      get soldiers to Bassett Army Hospital.  Units should consider this
                      during their range planning and risk mitigation phase.
           3) Execution Phase:
               a) If a fire is observed on the range, the OIC/RSO will put the range in
                   check-fire and immediately notify range control.  The unit will be
                   prepared to attempt to suppress the fire only at the direction of the
                   tower operator and only if the fire is less than 100 square feet.
                       4) Recovery Phase:
                 a) OIC/RSO will ensure all equipment issued by range control is returned at
                      the completion of training. 
                 b) Any damages or needed repairs are annotated in the remark section of the
                      closing form.
                 c) Policing of the range is the using unit’s responsibility.  The entire range
                      area, including all utilized buildings, will be policed prior to requesting
                      a clearance from the tower operator.

f.  Special Instructions:
     1) Limited Visibility:
         a)  Minimum visibility and ceiling distances outline in USARAK 350-2,
              Table 6-1 must be met to open the range with no restrictions.  Range
              control will keep the using unit apprised of the current weather conditions.
         b)  During periods of limited visibility, the using unit must be prepared to
              send a soldier to the Range Operations building to monitor the radar feed.

g.  Restrictions:
     1) No foreign material will be attached to the targets without prior approval of
         Range Control.
     2) Cross lane firing is dangerous and is not authorized
     3) Parking of tactical vehicles is only authorized in designated parking areas.
         No Privately Owned Vehicles (POVs) are authorized on this range.  Do not
         drive equipment so close to road and parking area shoulders so as to cause
         damage or should erosion.  Doing so will result in the customer unit
         rebuilding shoulders manually prior to range clearance.
     4) The seasonal Fire Weather Index will affect use of certain types of munitions.
          No pyrotechnics or tracer ammunition will be utilized during an Extreme
          Fire index.  Units will be advised of the projected FWI when signing for the
          Range.
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6.  Point of contact for this memorandum is the undersigned, 353-1242.




						GREGORY S. SWALLOWS
						Range Operations Manager
       						Fort Wainwright, Alaska  
