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1 MAR 2004
MEMORANDUM FOR USERS OF FORT WAINWRIGHT TRAINING FACILITIES

SUBJECT: Standing Operations Procedures (SOP) for use of the Rappel Tower

1. PURPOSE: The purpose of this SOP is to provide guidance for the safe operation of the Rappel Tower by USARAK units, support units and other agencies using this facility.

2. DESCRIPTION: The Rappel Tower is located at the East end of Training Area 104. It consists of a 40-foot tower with one flat face wall and two open face walls.  There are also two incline walls to support training. The tower is enclosed in a locked chain linked fence. The key is maintained at Range Control.

3. REFERENCE: FM 90-4 and this SOP.

4. OIC REQUIREMENTS: The OIC for this facility must be in the rank of SSG/E-6 and be either Rappel Master Qualified, Air Assault Qualified or Mountaineer Certified with the ASI of E-3. A copy of the OIC’s Certificate of Training must be on file at Range Control.

5. MEDICAL REQUIREMENTS: A MOS qualified Medic with an aidbag and a 4-wheel drive vehicle, capable of carrying a litter, is required to operate this facility. 

6. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: Unit commanders will ensure the following requirements are met before the unit uses the Rappel Tower:

a. Scheduling: Units will schedule the Rappel Tower through Range Control.

b. Occupation: Units will sign for and request an occupation time before using this facility.

c. Communication: Communication will be established and maintained throughout the duration of training by FM Radio or Brick Radio.

d. Risk Assessment: OIC’s and unit Commanders are required to conduct a risk assessment prior to all training at this facility. Any deficiencies of the tower will be brought to the attention of Range Control immediately.

e. Helmets: All personnel using this facility will wear helmets.

f. Clearance: Upon completion of training the OIC will request a cold time and coordinate for a clearance inspection from Range Control.

7. Point of contact for this Memorandum is the undersigned, 353-1242.

Gregory S. Swallows
DAC


Range Facility Manager
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