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01 MAR 2004
MEMORANDUM FOR: USERS OF FORT WAINWRIGHT TRAINING FACILITIES

SUBJECT:  Standing Operations Procedures (SOP) for use of Drop Zones.

1. PURPOSE: The purpose of the SOP is to provide guidance for the proper and safe operation of Drop Zones by USARAK units, support units, and other agencies using this facility.

2. DESCRIPTION:  There are four primary Drop Zones in the Fort Wainwright Area      (Husky DZ, Firebird FLS, Clear Creek Strip and Blair Lakes / Vince DZ)  

3. REFERENCES: FM 90-26, and this SOP. 

4. MEDICAL REQUIREMENTS: Medical support is required to operate a Drop Zone for personnel jumps. For Husky DZ and Firebird FLS a Medic (91B) and an Ambulance will be on site. For the Clear Creek Strip and Vince DZ a Medic (91B) must be on site and a standby helicopter must be scheduled and positioned as close to the DZ as practical. Failure of the unit to coordinate for this medical support may result in a delay or a no jump situation.   

5. EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS:

a. USARAK Reg. 350-2



Issued by Range Control

b. Drop Zone SOP




Issued by Range Control


c. USARAK FORM 137



Issued by Range Control



d. FM Radio or Brick Radio



Using Unit

6. PERSONNEL REQUIREMENTS:

a. DZSO: SGT or above for 5EA or less C-130 aircraft (3EA C-141), SFC or above for more than 5EA C-130 or 3EA C-141 aircraft.

b. Medic (91B) with an Ambulance.

7. PERSONNEL RESPONSIBILITIES:

a.  The DZSO is responsible for control and overall safe conduct on the Drop Zone.

8. GENERAL:

a. Unit commanders will ensure the following requirements are met before their unit uses this Drop Zone.

(1) Scheduling: Units will schedule this facility through Range Control.

(2) Occupation: Units will sign for and request an occupation time before using this facility.

(3) Communication: Units must establish and maintain communication with Range Control throughout the duration of the exercise. A cell phone is not an acceptable means of communication.

b.    Units will provide TOTS to Range Control NLT 72 hours prior to the date scheduled for use of a drop zone.

c.   The DZSO will give Range Control 30-minute and 10-minute warnings out from TOT.

d.   Range Control will not relay drop information between the ground unit and aircraft. Units must insure they have reliable communication to talk to the aircraft.

e.   The DZSO will complete a USARAK Form 137 (Airborne Operation Flash Report) within 30 minutes of the last pass. Upon completion the DZSO will forward this to Range Control in a timely manner.

f.   DZs are not part of Training Areas in which they are located, and are off limits to ground units unless scheduled for ground training. Construction of tactical emplacements and barriers on DZs must be approved by Range Control, and cleared from the DZ immediately after training is complete.

g.   A formal DZ survey is kept on file at Range Control. Upon Request a copy will be provided to the using unit. 

h.   Upon completion of training unit will request a clearance inspection by range control. Any deficiencies to the Drop Zone will be reported to the inspection. 

9. RESTRICTIONS:

a. No Privately Owned Vehicles (POV) are authorized on or around the Drop Zones.

b. Units scheduled for adjoining Training Area to the DZ will not bivouac or conduct operations in the established buffer zone.

c. Personnel jumping between sunset and sunrise outside of a restricted area must be equipped with a light.

d. Extensions or changes to the published times will be made on a case by case bases. If other scheduled training prevents an extension, mission aircraft will be turned away. 

e. DZs must be signed for 24 hours prior by the DZSO.

f. The DZSO must be Range Safety Certified. 

10. Point of contact for this memorandum is the undersigned, 353-1242.

GREGORY S. SWALLOWS

GS-12

Range Facility Manager
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